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there is little reason to doubt that he would have been
regarded as divine. The addition of gods to the many
already accepted is not a difficult task.

The belief in Maya. This term, meaning illusion,
plays a very important part in the philosophy of the
Hindus, and is largely influential in their religious life.
The common notion of the people is, that the universe
and all that it contains is an emanation from God, as
the snail comes out from the shell, and can at will retire
from sight. And yet, though all things are really forms
of God, men think of themselves as something different
from Him. This is Maya, or illusion. True wisdom
consists in realizing identity with God ; when this is
done, man's separate existence ends, and he gains true
blessedness in reunion with the Divine. The common
phrase in use is that creation is the play or sport of God.
Tired of being alone, for His own amusement He formed
the world from Himself; the pains, miseries, and vexa-
tions of life come from the influence of Maya, from the
individual imagining himself to be distinct from God.
There are several ways by which this illusion can be
overcome. Some seek to overcome it by the observance
of the rites of religion ; but when gained in this way, it
is only a partial, temporary blessedness that is secured.
The best way is by meditating on the identity of the
soul with God, until the mind becomes conscious of
nothing else. In other words, supreme bliss consists in
having no knowledge and no desires; in acquiring in-
difference to heat and cold, hunger and thirst, self and
the world. A life of inaction, a life without thought is
the ideal. Those who profess to be trying to realize
this appear to be almost idiotic, and their life useless to
themselves and others. The fact that this is taught to
be the noblest life man can live, next to the character